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Myvillages wins the £40,000 2014 Create Art Award
Create London is delighted to announce that the international artist group Myvillages
has won the Create Art Award 2014 for its project Company: Movements, Deals and
Drinks. Led by artist Kathrin Böhm, the project presents a creative approach to reconnecting east London communities to the countryside by establishing a community
drinks production co-operative in Barking and Dagenham. This self-sustaining
enterprise will be owned and run by local residents.
The Create Art Award, generously supported by Bank of America Merrill Lynch for
the sixth consecutive year, is a major annual opportunity for artists to deliver a
project that actively involves communities in east London. The successful artist
receives £40,000 to deliver the commission.
Although east London is one of the most culturally dynamic places in Europe, with
over 150 galleries and 13,000 artists, it is also home to communities with some of the
lowest levels of cultural engagement in the UK. The Create Art Award aims to
address this by supporting major artist-led projects which are ambitious and
collaborative and which engage local communities in unique and inspirational ways.
Previous winners include Marcus Coates (2013), Ruth Ewan (2012), Assemble
(2011), Robin Turner (2010), and joint-winners Joshua Sofaer and Station House
Opera (2009).
The idea behind Company: Movements, Deals and Drinks, stems from a tradition
that dates back to the early 19th century when over 200,000 east London residents –
mostly women and children – would ‘go down to Kent’ for temporary seasonal work
harvesting apples, berries, hops and other crops. This annual event came to an end
in the 1950s, but Myvillages hopes to revisit this tradition by facilitating new
connections between contemporary east London, nearby urban spaces for food
growing and the Kent countryside.
The project will see the creation of a new community garden grown on a neglected
piece of land in Dagenham and will include a landscaped hops garden, an apple
orchard, a production space and a local shop that will be open to all.
As well as planting the garden, this summer will see residents harvesting wild herbs,
elderflowers, cherries, blackberries and other crops from Barking and Dagenham’s
local green belt. A community kitchen will begin production and bottling of drinks,
seeing the harvest transformed into a wide range of beverages. Over the summer
months, Myvillages hopes to make up to 20,000 bottles of elderflower cordial, fruit
juices and other seasonal drinks which will be sold at the new shop in the community

garden. All profits from the sale of drinks will go back into the project and the
aspiration is to establish a new charitable company owned by and run by local
residents.
Hadrian Garrard, Director of Create London said: "Create London strives
to spread the benefits of living in one of the most culturally diverse and dynamic
places in the country to the residents of east London. We believe that artists can
contribute to communities beyond the confines of a gallery and MyVillages'
innovative project helps us to further achieve this mission by providing the people of
Barking and Dagenham with the unique opportunity to reconnect with the green
spaces on their doorsteps. As always we are grateful to the funders of the project for
their continued support in connecting artists to communities in the east end.”
Andrea Sullivan, Head of Corporate Responsibility for Europe, the Middle East
and Africa at Bank of America Merrill Lynch said: “We are delighted to continue
our partnership with Create and are particularly impressed by this year’s winning
project which brings a unique perspective to the arts. Myvillages goes to the heart of
east London’s community and provides a wonderfully unique way to connect local
residents with their past by re-igniting and building upon historical traditions.”
“The project incorporates many parts of our corporate social responsibility platform,
such as improving the local environment, supporting social enterprise and skilling
young people. The ability to achieve these goals wrapped in a beautiful and
sustainable garden, speaks to the creativity of the project. We are privileged to help
support Myvillages in their work to inspire and unite residents of Barking and
Dagenham.”
Paul Hogan, Divisional Director of Culture and Sport, Adults & Community
Services said: “The council is very proud to support this unique project which taps in
to the borough’s rich heritage and its historical links to east London. This
intergenerational project will successfully bring together older and younger people in
a learning environment and will create a better understanding between the
generations as well as helping strengthen our community.”
In September this year, Myvillages will coordinate a ‘hopping’ trip where groups of
older residents and local young people can visit the Kent farms where they and their
families worked in the past, providing the opportunity for personal stories to be
shared and traditions to be upheld and passed to the next generation.
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Myvillages is a pan-national artist group founded in 2003 by Kathrin Böhm, Wapke
Feenstra, and Antje Schiffers. Its work addresses the evolving relationship between
the rural and the urban, looking at different forms of production, pre-conceptions and
power relationships. Current and recent projects include International Village Show
(2014 – 16) for the Museum of Contemporary Art Leipzig, Germany, Umeå Pantry for

Bildmuseet Umeå, Sweden and Farmers and Ranchers with M12, Colorado, USA
and Fries Museum, the Netherlands.
About Kathrin Böhm
Kathrin Böhm is a founding member of Myvillages and the London-based art and
architecture group Public Works, whose participatory and collaborative public realm
and design works include Park Products for Serpentine Galleries, London and 1000
bags here and now for Whitechapel Gallery, London. Böhm has recently curated
‘Trade Show’, together with Gavin Wade, for Eastside Projects in Birmingham and RUrban in Paris and her exhibition ‘Money Making Machine and Other Useful
Contraptions’ will open at Peckham Platform on 20 May 2014. Kathrin is also running
‘Haystacks’, a series of monthly informal talks, in various London locations, about
rural realities and links
About Create London
Create London commissions and produces multi-disciplinary art projects that extend
the possibilities of socially engaged practice. It exists to spread the benefits of being
home to Europe’s largest cultural quarter to people living in east London. Despite
having the highest concentration of artists and creative businesses in the UK, the
area has low levels of cultural engagement and remains one of the most deprived
parts of the country. Create London’s work aims to bridge the traditional barriers of
class, culture and education between artists and people from all social backgrounds.
Create London has a vital role to play in the continued economic regeneration of east
London and its work is underpinned by Create Jobs, which provides mentoring,
support and paid employment opportunities for local young people. Its conviction is in
the power of art to make a positive contribution to our daily lives, encouraging
debate, constructive change and social progress. By working outside of traditional
cultural spaces and building virtuous circles between artists, creative organisations
and local people, Create London strives to nurture and grow the ambitions of our
communities.
For more information go to www.createlondon.org or follow @Create_London
About Bank of America Merrill Lynch Corporate Social Responsibility
Developing solutions for social and economic challenges is at the core of Bank of
America Merrill Lynch’s responsibility platform. In more than 90 countries around the
world, we partner with employees, clients and stakeholders to help make financial
lives better. The firm focuses on responsible business practices, environmental
sustainability, advancing opportunity in local communities through education and
employability programmes and investing in global leadership development. We
realise the power of our people and value our differences, recognising that our
diversity makes us a stronger firm and allows us to better service our stakeholders.
By harnessing our intellectual resources, sharing knowledge and connecting capital
with need, we are providing opportunities that effect positive change.
Learn more at www.bankofamerica.com/about and follow us on Twitter at
@BofA_News
About the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham
The 2012 Olympics shifted the world's attention to east London. Since then the Host
Boroughs have been renamed Growth Boroughs highlighting the scale of the
opportunities available in an area of rapid and dynamic change where economic
development goes hand in hand with population growth.

Barking and Dagenham has more untapped potential than any other part of the
capital so now is the time to see what Barking and Dagenham has to offer with plans
for over 17,000 new homes and 10,000 new jobs over the next twenty years.
The borough has some of the best value land for development and the most
affordable premises for businesses large and small.
With a proud history of manufacturing, industrial and sporting excellence thanks to
the talent of its people, strategic transport links and location close to major markets in
the South East and onto Europe, Barking and Dagenham really is London's Newest
Opportunity.
Learn more at http://www.lbbd.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx and follow us on Twitter at
@lbbdcouncil

